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Our reading from the Epistle to the Romans reminds of why this service is so appropriate for 
baptism.  When we are baptized, we are baptized into the Body of Christ.  We are made full members 
of the Church, the community of believers, the Family of God.  Our adoption as children of God is 
made possible by the life, death, resurrection, and ascension of our Lord Jesus Christ.  Through him 
we are saved from our sinfulness and reborn into a new life in God our Father. 

No longer do we live in fear of death.  Death has been conquered.  No longer do we fear 
anything, for our God has triumphed over all.  All the powers of darkness that seek to oppose us are 
vanquished in the might and majesty of our Lord Jesus Christ.  We are redeemed as children of the 
most high God and are free to dwell with him in his kingdom forever.  Alleluia.   

We gather on this most holy and sacred night to celebrate the passing over from death into life 
of our Lord Jesus Christ.  And it is altogether appropriate that as part of the celebration we welcome 
into the family of God the world's newest Christian, Mary Albert Frye.  She is just beginning her life in 
Christ, but even those who have been walking the way of Christ for decades are but children in God's 
family.  “When we've been there, ten thousand years, bright shining as the sun, we've no less days to 
sing God's praise than when we'd first begun.”  That is the meaning of eternal life.  We need never 
stop praising and thanking our Lord God for what he has done for us. 

Now, I will admit, from a purely objective, secular viewpoint, we may wonder what exactly it 
is that God has done.  Salvation sounds great, but what does that do for me right here, right now? 
There are some who try to answer the question of “What does God for me?” with what is known as 
the “prosperity gospel.”  These persons teach that if you follow Christ, God will reward you with 
material possessions.  God will bless you with riches.  God wants you to have piles of cash.  And 
apparently God wants a certain minister in Atlanta to have a new private jet.  At least, that is what he 
told his congregation when asking for them to increase their contributions. 

Man is that tempting.  I don't need a jet.  I'm fine with just a prop plane.  Now I do not doubt 
that God wants us to experience joy and happiness.  But I am pretty sure that God doesn't mean for us 
to find joy and happiness primarily in our material possessions.  That whole camel through the eye of 
a needle thing.  It is not wrong to enjoy the things we have; we just need to make sure that they are 
not the main source of our enjoyment.  Our things are meant to be shared with others, not just 
hoarded for our own selfish pleasure. 

No, the benefit we receive from God's salvation lies in a more ethereal plane.  It is not 
something you can point to in order to inspire envy in your friends.  What we are given is the 
certainty that our lives have meaning.  At least, that is what I find.  I find great comfort in knowing 
that there is a God.  I am heartened by the knowledge that God knows me, knows the very numbers of 
hairs on my head, and yet still loves me even knowing how unworthy of that love that I am.  The 
warm acceptance and inclusion I find in the community of God's church, especially here at St. James', 



  Page -2- 

is a manifestation of that love.  God has blessed me in allowing me to find my way here to the 
DeltaOur Lord Christ never promised us that following him would be easy.  Over and over, he tells 
his followers to count the cost.  And as we heard during Lent, Mary the mother of Christ was blessed, 
blessed with a child born out of wedlock who would grow up to be executed as a common criminal.  
Not all blessings are easily seen as such.  But if nothing else, the Resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ 
that we celebrate on this holy night teaches us that God can redeem anything.  Not make it go away; 
not keep it from happening; but redeem it, making it better, drawing it into Godself; transforming  
heartache and loss into the means of salvation and eternal life. 
 That is what our God does for us.  Not the riches of this world, but the promise of life 
everlasting, the gift of eternal salvation.  Tonight we have welcomed the newest member of God's 
family into the fold. And tonight we celebrate and worship our Most High God.  It is right to give God 
thanks and praise.  Blessed be the name of the Lord.  Alleluia.   


