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Revelation 1:4b-8 
John 18:33-37 
 

 Today is the feast of Christ the King.  The last Sunday before Advent.  It is the 
culmination of the Church year.  We begin in Advent with anticipation, move to 
Christmas with the arrival of the baby Jesus.  Epiphany celebrates his revelation to 

the Gentiles.  We spend a few weeks looking at his early ministry, then we hit Lent.  
We spend forty days preparing ourselves for the observance of Holy Week and the 

celebration of Easter.  For fifty days after Easter Day, we celebrate the resurrection 
of our Lord. On the fiftieth day, we celebrate the coming of the Holy Spirit.  The 
remainder of the Church year, we follow our Lord's earthly path from Galilee to 

Jerusalem.  Then we end the year by celebrating the kingship of our Messiah. 
We proclaim Jesus as Lord of Lords and King of Kings.  But that begs the 

question of what it means for Jesus to be our king.  As Americans, we don't “do” 
kings. The concept is not only foreign to us, but anathema.  The whole point of the 
American experiment was to determine if a country could live without a king.  We 

sometimes lose sight of just how radical an idea that was in the 18th Century. We 
expect our leaders to be accountable to us, not the other way around.  So if we 
accept Jesus as our king, what does that mean? 

One aspect of Christ's kingdom is found in our Gospel reading for today.  
Christ's kingdom is not of this world.  This is a really hard concept for some.  There 

are those who feel compelled to make over whatever geographic region they inhabit 
into God's kingdom.  In one sense, this is right.  We are to live as if we are citizens of 
God' kingdom right here, right now.  We are to treat everyone with respect and 

dignity, loving them as we love ourselves.  The trouble begins when we think that we 
are to compel people to join us in the kingdom.  We are to gather in folks, not round 

them up.  There are some who refuse to live in Christ's kingdom.  That is a shame, 
but it is not our job to force change upon them, but to provide opportunities to see 
how much better God's kingdom is. 

We are to work to transform this world into the kingdom of God, but God's 
kingdom doesn't play by the rules of this world.  Leaders in God's kingdom serve; 
they don't rule.  Authority doesn't mean control in God's kingdom.  It is a kingdom 

not of this world, and the rules are different there. The church is an outpost, a 
group of ex patriots living in a strange land, like a Chinatown or Little Italy. Things 

work differently here.  It is a consulate of a kingdom whose ruler identifies himself 
as being Truth.  Our reading today stops short of Pilate's famous question, “What is 
Truth?”  But we know the answer our Lord gave just a few hours before to Thomas' 

question: “I am Truth.” 
My background is in math and science.  In that world, truth is what can be 

objectively measured.  But I am also a priest in God's one, holy, catholic, and 
apostolic Church, which means that I also acknowledge revealed truth.  While there 
are those who would argue that there is conflict between the two, I don't see it 

myself.  For me, all truth comes from God, whatever its apparent source.  Whether 
our finding truth is by way of scientific instruments or through relationship with 
God, where truth is, God is.  I realize that not everyone can accept that idea, but it 

works for me.God's revelation of himself as a Trinity of Persons but a unity of Being 
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is beyond human comprehension, much less scientific measurement.  In the same 
way, no rational person can expect the Bible to contain the same rigor of scientific 
thought that we assume today.  We don't go to the Bible to get answers about 

science, and we don't go to science to get answers about God.  Science can show us 
how God does things, and religion gives meaning and context to out physical world.  
They are compliments, not competitors. 

Our Lord declares to Pilate that his kingdom is not of this world, if it were, “my 
followers would be fighting to keep me from being handed over to the Jews.”  

Instead, the Lord Jesus Christ hands himself over to suffering and death.  That is 
what it means to be a citizen of the heavenly kingdom: the things of this world 
matter so much less.  Things eternal are more important than things temporal.  

Sure, the temporal kingdoms impose themselves on our thoughts, but we are 
looking beyond those things to things eternal.   

Christ the King, as a feast of the Church, is a relatively new phenomenon.  It 
was first declared by Pope Pius XI in 1925.  1925 was a time when folks still thought 
they had fought the war to end all wars.  The world economy was booming.  Reality 

wouldn't set in for another few years with the crash of '29.  The world was fairly 
optimistic.  Celebrating the Feast of Christ the King was a reminder that this world 
was not the last world.  The Christians had a king, and his kingdom was not of this 

world.   
We, too, need this reminder that we worship a Lord whose kingdom is not 

limited to what we see.  When we get all worked up about cares and concerns of this 
world, we are reminded that this is not our home.  We are citizens of an eternal 
kingdom.  “I am the Alpha and the Omega.”  I am the beginning and the end.  I am 

the all in all.  I am the Truth.  I am the Way.  Our Lord stands at the door to a 
kingdom that will not end.  A kingdom based upon the idea of being servant to all.  A 

kingdom that is completely different from what we are taught a kingdom should be. 
Not a realm of coercion and force, but a kingdom of love and light. 

That is what we are part of.  That is what we strive for.  That is what we are 

here for.  That is what we are called to do.  Our King commands us.  Do we follow 
his commands?  “Almighty and everlasting God, whose will it is to restore all things 
in your well-beloved Son, the King of kings and Lord of lords: Mercifully grant that 

the peoples of the earth, divided and enslaved by sin, may be freed and brought 
together under his most gracious rule; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.” 


