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 Today we look at the idea of call.  As our Lord walked along the Sea of Galilee, he met some 
fishermen and called them to join him.  They immediately leave their nets and follow him.  I am sure 
that most of us would like to think they we would heed the Lord’s call as readily as those first 
disciples.  Here I am, Lord, choose me.  The reality is, though, we are usually more like Jonah than like 
Peter and Andrew. 

 We’ve all heard the story of Jonah, but we tend to gets fixated on the whole “swallowed by a 
whale” thing.  Of course, it wasn’t a whale.  That’s Pinocchio.  But the fish thing is just a plot device. 
The story is of a reluctant prophet.  Jonah was called by god, but he wanted it on his terms.  When 
God asked him to preach to the people of Nineveh, Jonah didn’t want to go.  Not because he feared 
Nineveh, but because he didn’t want Nineveh to repent.  After the whole fish incident, Jonah goes to 
Nineveh and tells them what God had said.  And they repented.  Quoting from the fourth chapter: 

But this was very displeasing to Jonah, and he became angry. He prayed to the Lord and said, 
“O Lord! Is not this what I said while I was still in my own country? That is why I fled to Tarshish at 
the beginning; for I knew that you are a gracious God and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in 
steadfast love, and ready to relent from punishing. And now, O Lord, please take my life from me, for 
it is better for me to die than to live.” And the Lord said, “Is it right for you to be angry?” 

Jonah so badly wanted Nineveh to get what he thought it had coming to it, that he fled from 
God in order for it to happen.  It didn't matter what God wanted.  What Jonah wanted was more 
important.  The great tragedy of Jonah is that the story ends with him sitting on a hill overlooking 
Nineveh, still hoping that it will be destroyed. 

So we have two extremes.  On the one hand, we have Simon and company who immediately 
drop what they are doing to respond to God's call; on the other, we have Jonah, so sure that what God 
is calling him to is wrong that he flees in the other direction and it takes three days in the 
gastrointestinal tract of a fish before he will obey the letter – if not the spirit – of God's call.  Our 
question is where do we fall on that spectrum? 

To some extent or other, we have all heard God's call.  We are here in church, worshiping 
God.  That is a response to God's call.  Call is drawing all of creation into Godself, calling to all of 
creation to be one with its Creator.  The whole of creation “groans in anticipation” as St. Paul puts it. 
The call is there,  The extent to which we answer – and the enthusiasm with which we do it – are up 
to us.  As Christians, we have a fundamental call to follow our Lord Christ in his teaching and 
example.  As Episcopalians, we put this into words in the Baptismal Covenant.  That's on page 304 if 
you don't remember it from a couple of Sundays ago.
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The Baptismal Covenant is the fundamental level of call.  Some are called to higher levels of 
responsibility as ordained persons.  It doesn't make us any better than the laity; it definitely doesn't 
mean we are any holier.  It does mean that we and others with whom we are required to consult – 
discernment committees, the Commission on Ministry, the bishop, seminary professors – have 
discerned a call to ordained ministry.  At least in the Episcopal Church, it's not a matter of just 
hearing a voice.  In fact, on the psychological exam that is required as part of the processes, the 
specifically ask if the candidates hear voices talking in their heads.   

But being ordained is only one type of call.  Even if not called to ordained ministry, we are 
each called into ministry.  We are all to be ministers in Christ's Church.  We are each called to be 
Christ to the world.  We are called to live our lives with one another in such a way that shows that we 
are aware of the very real fact that we may be someone's only example of who Christ is.  To be Christ 
to the world is to be willing to be the example of not just what a Christian is, but also who Christ is. 
We are not to be like everyone else; we are to be like Christ. 

Granted, we mess that up quite a bit.  We all fall short of the glory of God in Christ.  That is 
why forgiveness is so important.  Knowing that we can be forgiven by our heavenly Father, but also 
knowing that we will be forgiven by our brothers and sisters.  Of course, that means that we are also 
called to live our lives with one another in such a way that no one could even hesitate to believe that 
they would receive our forgiveness if they have wronged us.  How are we doing with that?  When 
others look at me, do they see Christ?  Do I live my life in such a way that others know that I will offer 
them forgiveness if they wrong me? 

It is no small task to be Christ to the world.  It is no small thing to be called.  It has been said 
that God doesn't call the equipped; he equips the called.  That's not from the Bible, exactly, but it does 
seem a pretty good summary when you consider some of the stories we do find in Scripture.  Like 
Jonah, for instance.  Not to mention Noah, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Leah, Joseph, Moses, Gideon, 
Samson, Rahab, Jeremiah, David, Elijah, Isaiah, Job, Peter, the rest of the disciples, Martha, Zaccheus, 
Paul, Timothy, and Lazarus.  All, arguably, had some flaw to one extent or another, but each was used 
by God.   If God can use murderers, adulterers, prostitutes, and long-haired womanizers, imagine 
what God can do with you. 

Jonah and Simon represent two ends of the spectrum in how we answer God's call.  May we 
strive to be nearer Simon than Jonah.  May we strive to be ready to immediately answer God's call, 
even if we aren't really sure what God has in mind.  Even if we tend to disagree with what God seems 
to be about to do.  Even if we think God is going to be too merciful and forgiving for our tastes.  It's 
not our call, after all.  It's God's call to us.  May God give us the grace to answer his call.  In the name 
of the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 


