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1 Corinthians 1:18-25 
John 2:13-22 

“Who do you think you are?”  This question is rarely asked in a truly inquiring sense.  Maybe 
your therapist has asked it that way; otherwise, it's usually rhetorical, and rather snarky.  There is 
often an expletive thrown in for good measure.  This is basically what the temple leaders were asking 
Jesus when they wanted to see a sign for his authority to cleanse the Temple.  “You want a sign?  I'll 
give you a sign.  Destroy this temple, and in three days I will rebuild it.”  For post-Resurrection 
Christians who have been banned from the Temple for being followers of the Way, that is an 
awesome answer.  For the Temple leaders hearing it three years before Jesus is crucified, it is a little 
crazy. 

“Dude,” - okay, “dude” is not biblical, but it should be - “Dude, it took forty-six years to build 
this place this time.  Three days?  You're nuts.”  Apparently, even the disciples who were with him 
were a little confused by the answer.  It was not until after Easter that they realized what he was 
talking about.  In the moment, it was pure foolishness. 
 In the moment, at the surface, much of Christianity is foolishness, a fact that St Paul freely 
acknowledges in our reading from 1 Corinthians.  I have said it before, if we were going to make 
something up, it would make more sense than Christianity.  God is three persons but one being? 
There is the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, and all three are God, but there is only one God? And 
one part of God became a human being, came to earth, was born in a stable, and was eventually 
executed?  And in between, he taught that only those who lost their lives could save them; only those 
who served could lead; only those who died could live.  And if that weren't enough, he also taught 
that we should love our enemies, bless those who persecute us, feed the hungry, and care for the poor 
and outcast.  Like anyone would believe that. 
 Um, yeah, actually, that is what it’s about.  Much simpler to have a strictly monotheistic god. 
Much easier if that God acted more like we were inclined to act, instead of calling us to a higher 
standard.  So much more palatable if God wanted us to simply look after ourselves and not worry 
about others.  There are other religions that let you do those kinds of things, but not Christianity.  At 
least, it's not supposed to.  Our Lord made it very clear that we are to love God and to love our 
neighbors as ourselves, and that everyone is our neighbor.  It's that simple.  And that complicated. 
 Because we don't want to love.  We don't want to be charitable.  We don't want to be 
compassionate.  We want to be right.  We want to be self-sufficient, and we want others to be the 
same way, that way we don't have to fool with them.  We want to be able to just live our lives 
however we want and not have to worry about others.  I'm okay, and I don't care about you. 
 But no one ever said it was easy.  Certainly our Lord didn't.  He spent a lot of time telling his 
followers to count the cost before they signed on.  If we are going to call ourselves Christians, if we 
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are going to claim the name of Christ, we have pretty big shoes to fill.  Our Lord makes it abundantly 
clear that there is more to following him than just following a set of rules.  When we claim to follow 
the risen Lord, we aren't joining a club or a neighborhood association with the rules and regulations.  
Following Christ is about being transformed by the Holy Spirit into a member of the Body of Christ.  
We don't do that through our own abilities, but by God's grace and power.  “We proclaim Christ 
crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, but to those who are the called, both 
Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God.”  

Power and wisdom that come not from ourselves, but from him who died and rose again for 
our salvation.  Power that triumphs over death.  Power that rebuilds the temple in three days.  Power 
that overcomes all that man in his sinfulness and ignorance can do to another human being.  Power 
that throws down the forces of evil and sin.  Power that makes it possible for us to live eternally with 
our God and Father.  And wisdom that the world can never understand.  Wisdom to know that it is 
better to live in peace and harmony with one another than in eternal competition.  Wisdom to know 
that when we see after the least of those among us, we build up the whole.  Wisdom to know that it is 
not just about us and our needs, but for the sake of the whole world. 
 Who do you think you are?  I am a follower of the Lord Jesus Christ.  I am part of the family of 
God.  I am a child of God, redeemed by the blood of the risen savior, called by the grace of the Creator 
of the universe to bear witness to the things he has done.  We walk out of these doors not as ordinary 
people living ordinary lives, but as members of the Body of Christ, empowered and commanded to 
minister to the needs of the world.  Proclaiming God's love, God's grace, God's peace, God's 
compassion, God's forgiveness – freely offered to all.  That is the work that God has given us to do. 
That is our call.  That is our duty.  That is why we are Christians.   
 In the name of the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 


