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1 Samuel 17:57-18:5, 10-16 
2 Corinthians 6:1-13 
Mark 4:35-41 

So, a little storm comes up, the disciples get scared and start being all snarky towards Jesus. 
“Don't you care that we are about to die?!”  Dude's taking a nap, and someone – probably Peter don't 
you just know – gets all freaked out.  To be fair, the Hebrews were not a sea-faring people.  You ever 
notice how the Mediterranean Sea is never mentioned in the gospels?  It's all about the Sea of Galilee, 
which is really a lake.  Maybe it wasn't Peter.  He was a fisherman: surely he'd been out on the lake in 
a storm before.  Then again, I'm not sure who else would have the temerity to talk to Jesus like that. 

But people panic.  In the midst of life's storms, we all get a little crazy.  Don't you care?  Can't 
you see what I am going though?  Yes, we do.  Sometimes it's hard to know what to say, what to do. 
Other times, it doesn't matter.  The person just has to work through whatever it is.  The best we can 
do is just be there.  A “non-anxious presence” is the technical term.  Sometimes the best we can do is 
just be someone who isn't all worked up about what is going on.  Which isn't to say we should be 
apathetic.  Connected but not embroiled. 

It would be easy to see our Lord's words to the disciples as a rebuke.  “Why are you afraid? 
Have you still no faith?”  I'd rather hear sorrow or regret than anger in Christ's words.  Why do you 
decide to fear?  What can I do to increase your faith?  Our Lord is willing to have Thomas put his 
fingers in the holes left by the nails of the cross when Thomas has doubts.  He's willing to meet us 
more than halfway in our faith journey.  Just recently we read that the Holy Spirit will intercede for 
us in prayer with “sighs too deep for words.”  Our Lord invites us in and makes it possible for us to 
accept the invitation. 

There's no denying that it is rough when we are tossed about by life's storms.  And sometimes 
it is easier to blame God than to take refuge in him.  It is not unprecedented.  Psalm 22, “My God, my 
God, why have you forsaken me?”  Or Psalm 13, “How long, O Lord?  Will you forget me forever?  
How long will you hide your face from me?”  Or our reading from 1 Samuel today, “An evil spirit 
from God rushed upon Saul.”  An evil spirit from God?  Why not?  We are told that God hardened 
Pharaoh’s heart so that Pharaoh would not release the Hebrews so that God could visit more plagues 
on Egypt. At least, that's the kind of thing one must accept if one postulates that God controls 
everything. 

I think that is the wrong understanding of God.  I'd rather think of God as being a little less 
“hands on” than think that a God that reveals himself to be love would do – or even actively allow – 
the horrible things that happen in life.  Sure, there are times when our bad choices lead to bad 
consequences, but there are other times when tragedy strikes out of the blue.  These things happen 
not because God wants them to happen, but because we live in an imperfect world.  While some find 
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comfort in the idea that God controls everything, the logical conclusion to that train of thought is that 
God kills children to make a point.  Such a god is not worthy of worship and praise. 

Instead, we worship a God that walks with us in our journey.  A God who has promised never 
to forsake us.  A God who became one of us so that he might experience and suffer all the trials of the 
flesh that we endure.  Our God knows us and what it means to be us.  We worship a God who 
redeems suffering and tragedy, not causes it.  We worship a God who was willing to become 
incarnate and suffer death for our sakes.  And in suffering death, overcame death and gives us that 
victory as well.  That is the God we gather to worship. 

St. Paul certainly understands trials and tribulations.  In our Wednesday Bible study group, we 
are reading the book of Acts.  There we read about all that Paul endured for the sake of the gospel. 
Paul not only suffered a storm at sea, he was actually shipwrecked.  As he tells the Corinthians, he has 
endured “afflictions, hardships, calamities, beatings, imprisonments, riots, labors, sleepless nights, 
hunger.”  But what sustains him is his faith and the support of the community.  “By purity, 
knowledge, patience, kindness, holiness of spirit, genuine love, truthful speech, and the power of 
God,” he is able to overcome what life throws at him.   

St. Paul knows that this life is not all that there is.  What the world thinks and what is reality 
are two different things.  “We are treated as impostors, and yet are true; as unknown, and yet are well 
known; as dying, and see-- we are alive; as punished, and yet not killed; as sorrowful, yet always 
rejoicing; as poor, yet making many rich; as having nothing, and yet possessing everything.”  By the 
world's standards, we are nothing.  In God, though, we have everything. 

That doesn't mean that there won't be storms.  It does mean that we never face those storms 
alone.  Our God is with us.  But remember, we are the Body of Christ.  It is through us that God is 
present with people.  We can't just stand on the shore and think, “Man, that's a big storm.  Glad I'm 
not out there.  Hope God helps them out.”  As the Body of Christ, we inherit the question: “Don't you 
care that people are perishing?”  As the Body of Christ, we are called to be the ones to answer. 

We worship a God who created us out of an abundance of love.  Because of that love, our God 
became one of us, to make it possible to bridge the gap between God and humanity, between Creator 
and creature.  And our God gives us the Holy Spirit, to empower us to carry on the work of our Savior 
in the world.  In creation, God pronounced the world “very good,” not perfect.  God calls us to help 
each other deal with the imperfections we all face.   

We are Christ in the world.  We are the ones who help to calm the storms for others.  And we 
turn to one another in our own storms.  Do we care that people are perishing?  Of course.  Will we 
do something about it?  We will, with God's help.  In the name of the Father, and the Son, and the 
Holy Spirit. Amen. 


